
  

 
 
 

 

PRESIDENT’S PRATTLE 
 

Welcome to my May 13 President’s Prattle. We are 

certainly busy Probians!  I doubt any other Probus 

Club has as many activities as we do at Narellan 

Probus. This past month of April has been glorious 

weather and May is shaping up to be similar, A great 

time for our many outings and activities. 

 

Marg R’s walk to the Archibald and Pictures in the 

Paddock were both most enjoyable. The fill a spud and 

ice cream were yummy along with the movie a 

Spaghetti Western “They call me Trinity” was great.  

 

We enjoyed John Williamson and The Men in Black at 

the Catholic Club , but occasionally you have a lemon 

and that was “One Man 2 Guvnors” fortunately we 

were able to go to the French Patisserie at the Rocks 

afterwards to console ourselves.  

 

Our Anniversary Dinner is on Thursday June 6
th
 at the 

Campbelltown Catholic Club, and is due to be paid to 

Toni no later than the May meeting. If you have not 

booked and would like to go, see Margaret Rubesa. So 

put your glad rags on and have a great time celebrating 

Our Birthday. 

 

Sue K has been busy updating our website, with more 

to be done in time.  Ros and David are to help Sue in 

updating our Birthday/Anniversaries section. Great job 

Sue! You will need a password to access the locked 

down section of our website, if you do not have a 

password or have forgotten it contact Sue.  

 

The committee has been working on and updating our 

membership list and we have been inviting people on 

the “waiting list” to submit applications. I encourage 

our members to make our visitors feel welcome and go 

out of your way to get to know them. We will be 

welcoming 3 new members, Chris Burrows and Sue 

Hedges at the May meeting and Anna Degnan at the 

June meeting.   

 

Quote:  Age is an issue of  mind over matter 

  If you don’t mind, it doesn’t matter 

 

  Mark Twain 

 

 

Joyce Reilly 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFICE BEARERS & COMMITTEE  

MEMBERS 2012/2013 

 
PRESIDENT Joyce Reilly  46511431 

V. PRESIDENT Tony Wolf  0466962867 

SECRETARY Maurien McNevin 96034819 

TREASURER Toni Jones  0410603594 

EX-OFFICIO Robert Bee  46474335 

TOURS  Peter O’Loughlin  4626 6961 

NEWSLETTER Dorothy Fogarty  86249314 

WEBMASTER Sue Kijurina  46470912 

WELFARE Sheila McAtamney 46268641 

GUEST  

  SPEAKER    Carolyn Cahill  46484418 

COMMITTEE Roslyn Hodgins  46257759

  Patricia Cranfield  46559478 

  Ronald Crawford  46477825 

HOSPITALITY Eileen McGregor,  

  and Carolyn Cahill 

 

 

 INTEREST GROUP COORDINATORS 
 

Art Appreciation Francoise Kirkland 46266428 

Book Club Patricia Cranfield  46559478 

Cards  Jeanette Jackson   46479986 

  Ken Starkey  46255253 

Card Making Marion Bee  46474335 

Craft  Mary Michel  46512465 

Gardening Sue Kijurina             46470912 

Golf, Bowls, 

   Croquet Paul Hay  46554437 

Photography Ros Hodgins  46257759 

Theatre/Shows Joyce Reilly  46511431 

Travel Tales Kathy & Mal Smith 46552159 

Walking Group, Restaurant Group - 

  Margaret Rubesa  46554437 

 

 

 

MEET AND GREET 
 

Friday, 3
rd

 May 2013 - Ron and Elaine Dean 

Friday, 7
th

 June 2013 - Robert and Ilona Ferguson 

Could the Meet and Greeters please be at the 

meeting room by 9.20am  

 

 

GUEST SPEAKER:  Charles Lindall who will talk 

about Antarctica.  He will bring along some models he 

has made from there. 
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MEMBERSHIP:  Members need to attend 50% of 

meetings.  When signing the attendance sheet please 

do not write “Apology” for a member who may be 

absent – they are to notify the secretary either by 

email or telephone before the meeting. 

 

NEWSLETTERS:  
Deadline for the Newsletter is the Friday before the 

meeting. Please send via email bfogarty@clrv.org.au 

 

MEMBER CONTACT INFORMATION 
Please advise Maurien of any contact information 

which includes changes in email address and phone 

numbers secretary@narellancombinedprobus.org.au 

 
HAPPY 21

st
 BIRTHDAY: 

Jeanette Banks, Marion Bee, Heather Benham, Sharon 

Brett, Ron Crawford, Ilona Ferguson, Thelma 

Hopkinson, Ray Taylor, Bob Tracey, Malcolm Smith 

 

 

Request from Bob Tracey: 
On our recent trip to Armidale NSW I spotted two 

English Love Birds that may have come all the way 

from Derby UK. 

 

I was wondering if you can place an article in the next 

newsletter to see if any other member saw them or 

perhaps can advise if they migrate to Armidale every 

year to escape the English winter. 

 

 
 

 

 

Fascinating Fact – Tea Bags 

 

Did you know that Thomas Sullivan, a New York tea 

merchant invented the tea bag by accident around 

1908.  He sent samples of tea to his customers in small 

silken bags. The customers complained that the silk 

was too fine and so Sullivan developed sachet made of 

gauze, this was the first purpose made tea bag, later 

they were made of paper and in two sizes one for the 

pot and one smaller one for the cup. 

 

 

HARS on Friday 19
th

 April – Peter O’Loughlin 

 
Another day with clear skies was the start to this 

month’s adventure. A small group of members along 

with some friends and members from another local 

club to swell our numbers made this another great 

outing for our club. 

 

It was a case of coats and jackets on as we alighted 

from the coach at Albion Park Airport as the breeze 

was quite cool. Not sure of what to expect we entered 

the massive hanger space to a welcoming cuppa. We 

were broken into smaller, more manageable groups 

and joined our guides for a very informative and 

interesting morning, where the cameras were all kept 

very active. This is not a museum but a very active 

restoration facility as the group’s name implies H 

(historical) A (aircraft) R (restoration) S (society) with 

what seemed like hundreds of volunteers kept very 

busy, from rebuilding massive jet engines to repairing 

wooden wings from the Southern Cloud hidden in a 

quiet corner of the hanger, and a lot of not so small 

things in between.   

 

The newest exhibit was the F111 jet under the wing of 

Connie, as if to protect this new comer. The F 111 has 

only been at HARS for a few days and is what 

everybody wanted to see. 

 

 
 

The largest aircraft at HARS was the Super 

Constellation, one of only two still able to take to the 

skies, albeit at only low altitudes. Sitting inside Connie 

in the massive armchairs (with ashtrays) took us back 

to an easier lifestyle, now if only we were out on the 

runway preparing for take-off. 

 

Sadly the only take-off for us was in the coach and off 

to the Warilla Bowls Club for touchdown and lunch at 

a venue we have visited a number of times before. 

 
 

INTEREST GROUPS: 
 

Bowls/Golf – Paul Hay 

Lawn Bowls on 30
th
 April at Camden R.S.L 2.15pm 

for a 2.30pm start.  Cost is $10.00 per person which 

includes bowls.   

 

Craft – Mary Michel 

Our craft group will meet on Tuesday  7th   and 21
st
 

May 2013 
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Art Appreciation – Francoise Kirkland 

 

  

 
 

Bronco Buster by Ken Starkey 

 

 

Book Club – Pat Cranfield 

We all enjoyed Geraldine Brooks’ novel People of the 

Book.  She obviously researches her topic thoroughly, 

but presents it in an interesting way.  At our next 

meeting on Monday, 20
th
 May we will share thoughts 

about our own choices.  A big thank you to the 

anonymous donors of the books which have kept me 

from the library for some time.  And a big thank you to 

Brenda and Ken for providing such a wonderful 

service each week. 

 

 Jeanette Jackson / Ken Starkey  

Cards will be on Friday, 31
st
 May.  7.00pm start at 

Jeanette Jackson’s home, 4 Giddings Link, Harrington 

Park.  Tel 46479986. 

 

Card Making – Marion Bee 

Butterflies were flavour of the month in April as 

several of our cards featured them either in stamp or 

punch forms.  Pink, black and white makes for a very 

stylish card.  At our meeting on May 14
th
 we will be 

decorating a small box and making some cards to go 

inside. 

 

Gardening – Sue Kijurina 

On the 27
th
 a group of us went to Peter Olde’s 

beautiful Open Garden at Oakdale.  Again we had our 

morning tea and lunch in the cow/horse paddock which 

was so relaxing after Peter’s guided tour.  He has 

extended his grevillea garden property to include a 

large rainforest area which has developed a lot more 

since we were last there. 

 

On 10
th
 May the photographers are joining us on a trip 

to Red Cow Farm, leaving at 9.30am  This is the 

season that is the owner’s favourite.  Please let me 

know if you are coming because I need to let them 

know our numbers. We will be car pooling so if you 

need a lift let me know.  Cost is $8.  All welcome. 

 

Heather and Allen apologise for not being able have us 

visit on the 24
th
 so we can have a cuppa in the Botanic 

Gardens, meeting at 10am by the lake. 

Enjoy this potty season! 

 

Photography – Ken Starkey for Ros Hodgins 
A beautiful autumn day presented itself for our 

Camden Heritage photography field day. The walking 

tour was to be self-guided however we were most 

fortunate on the day to have a fifth generation Camden 

local our own Ray Cranfield to guide us to the historic 

sites and buildings and relate some interesting personal 

anecdotes of living in Camden. 

Thank you Ray…….Oh…..and we took a few photos 

as well! 

 

 
 

For our next photographic field day we will be joining 

Sue’s Gardening Group’s excursion to “Red Cow 

Farm” on Friday 10
th
. May…..everybody is welcome 

to come along and enjoy the day.   The Gardening 

Group will advise us of transport arrangements and 

times for this outing.  Happy Snapping 

 

Social Events – Margaret Rubesa 

 

Thursday, 2
nd

 May:  A 2-1/2 hour workshop to be 

held in Camden at “Just Beaded” shop, commencing at 

10.00am.  It is restricted to 14 people.  Cost is $35.00 

per person, both men and women are invited to attend.  

In the workshop we will make 3 pieces of jewellery, 

choose from a variety of stones etc.  Afterwards, for 

those who are interested, we can have lunch in 

Camden either at a pub or cafe. 

 

Thursday, 30
th

 May:  A conducted walk “Walk with 

Passion through Kings Cross” with historian Judith 



Nunn.  Cost is $12.00 per person.  On the day we will 

travel by train to Kings Cross Station where we will 

meet up with Judith.  Walk goes for 2-3 hours.  Hear 

about the sex industry, underworld figures, elegant 

homes of Woolloomooloo, terraced homes of the 

Victorian era.  Bring along lunch or we can stop in a 

local café. 

 

Sunday, 2
nd

 June – Bundeena Art Trail 

Will car pool on the day.  A number of artist studios 

are open in Bundeena and Mainbar, all different types 

of art ranging from jewellery, woodturning, acrylics, 

oils, paper etc.  We will stop for a picnic lunch in the 

park at Bundeena overlooking the beach.  You can 

either bring along lunch or purchase from a local café.  

The Bundeena markets are on this day also. 

 

Thursday, 6
th

 June:  Anniversary Dinner to be held at 

the Campbelltown Catholic Club in a private function 

room.  Doors open at 6.30pm, for a 7.15pm start.  A 

three course meal, tea/coffee to be served with 

birthday cake.  Entertainment on the evening.  Cost is 

$50.00 per head, to be paid no later than the May 

meeting to Treasurer, Toni Jones. 

 

Thursday, 13
th

 June:  Our walk will be “Whale 

Watching at Kurnell”, hopefully this walk will go 

ahead this year, was cancelled last year due to rain. 

 

Monday evening 17
th

 June – 6.30pm 

Back Galley Split Café, Argyle Street Camden 

Have booked the entire café for Probus members, 

holds 20 people.  It is furnished retro as an old milk 

bar, plays rock and roll music, order meal off menu. 

 

Thursday 25
th

 July: Tour of the Opera Centre at 

Surry Hills.  It is not a tour of the actual Opera House 

but the centre where all the props, costumes, wigs 

everything that is associated with the production of an 

opera are made.  Cost is $15.00 per person which 

includes morning tea.  Needs to be paid in full by the 

June meeting to Toni.  Once cheque and numbers have 

been sent there will be no reimbursements for 

cancellations.  

 People will need to be able to walk, climb stairs, no 

sitting throughout tour which lasts approx 2-3 hours 

from memory.  We will catch the train to Central and 

walk. 

 

Travel Tales – Kathy and Malcolm Smith 

Last meeting Sharon and Paul took us on a journey 

around Germany which we found interesting sand 

enjoyable.  Thank you, Sharon, for avoiding the 

computer gremlins. 

Our next meeting will be at Park Central at 7.30pm on 

Wednesday, 15
th
 May when we will share two 

experiences in Northern Australia.  Clarice and Fay 

will take us on a journey from Alice Springs to 

Broome, while Malcolm and Kathy will show some of 

their travel around the Kimberley. 

 Shows – Joyce Reilly 

 
May 

War Horse – Wed 1
st
 May 1 pm Lyric  

Marina Prior & The Australian Tenors – Sat 11
th
 

May 8pm Campbelltown Catholic Club  

Dusty Springfield & Tom Jones Concert – Sat 18
th
 

May 8pm Campbelltown Catholic Club $31 Pay ASAP 

A Street Car Named Desire – Campbelltown Theatre 

Group Sat 25th May 8pm  $18 Pay ASAP 

 

June 

The Adams Family – Wed 5
th
 June 1 pm Capitol  

Todd McKenney – (Peter Allen) – Sat 15
th
 June 8 pm 

$56 Campbelltown Catholic Club  Pay ASAP 

Platters to Popera – Thur 27
th
 June 11am  

Free Morning Tea before show. 

 

July 

The Club – John Wood ( Jock Riley) –  Sat 6
th
 July 

8pm Campbelltown Catholic Club 8 pm $41 Pay  

ASAP 

Hot Shoe Shuffle - Wed 24
th
 July 1 pm Lyric $71  Pay 

May 

 

August 

Legs 11 – Rhonda Burchmore – Campbelltown 

Catholic Club 8 pm $34 Pay ASAP 

 

September 

The Wharf Revue – Wed 25
th
 Sept 2 pm Casula 

Powerhouse   

 

October 

Grease – Lyric Theatre Wed 23
rd

 Oct 1pm  $67 

Very Limited seats Pay by July 

 

2014 

 

The Lion King – Possibly March or April  

Watch this space!! 

 

 
Tours – Peter O’Loughlin 

Four down eight to go … where is this year going to? 

At our next meeting on Friday, 3 May, payments for 

this month’s bus trip and also our Birthday Dinner are 

due (separate envelopes please) 

 

Our Spring tour next year will, hopefully, be to 

Melbourne so any suggestions/recommendations you 

may have for what to see and where to stay will be 

appreciated.  Unfortunately, Keith’s coach is way too 

big to take on the Great Ocean Road so I suggest we 

travel by train and use a local coach company down 

there.  My thoughts are Puffing Bill, Geelong and 

Bellarine Peninsular, Phillip Island, the Great Ocean 

Road, a day in Melbourne including Queen Victoria 

markets, Old Melbourne Gaol, the Rialto Tower. 

 



Riddles to sharpen those genes in your brain and stalls 

alzheimers for years … the answers for the 5 riddles 

are on the back page. 

 

Q1: A woman shoots her husband, then she holds him 

under water for over 5 minutes.  Finally, she hangs him 

but 5 minutes later they both go out together and enjoy 

a wonderful dinner.  How can this be? 

 

Q2: Can you name three consecutive days without 

using the words Wednesday, Friday, or Sunday? 

 

Q3: A murderer is condemned to death.  He has to 

choose between 3 rooms.  The first is full of raging 

fires, the second is full of assassins with loaded guns, 

and the third is full of lions that haven’t eaten in 3 

years.  Which room is safest for him? 

 

Q4: What is black when you buy it, red when you use 

it, and grey when you throw it away? 

 

Q5: This is an unusual paragraph.  I’m curious as to 

just how quickly you can find out what is so unusual 

about it.  It looks so ordinary and plain that you would 

think nothing was wrong with it.  In fact nothing is 

wrong with it!  Study it and think about it, but you still 

may not find anything odd.  But if you work at it a bit, 

you might find out.  Try to do so without any 

coaching! 

 

 

 

Flickr: Our photo viewing site: 

http:www.flickr.com/groups/probus_narellan 

 
Disclaimer:  This newsletter is Private and 

Confidential for Probus use only and is not to be used 

for any other purpose. 

 

Fascinating Fact: 

Why do we say it was “touch and go” 

 

Back in the days of stage coaches, drivers were often 

very competitive and would seek to charge past one 

another on narrow roads at grave danger to life and 

limb. If the vehicle’s wheel became entangled, both 

would be wrecked, but if they were lucky, the wheels 

would not touch and they could go. 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS MONTH’S MEETING: Fri 3
 
May  2013 

NEXT MEETING:               Fri  7 June 2013

                           10.00am-12 Noon 

 
 

 

CALENDAR: 

 
Weekly Events:  Golf on Tuesdays 

          Art on Thursdays 

2013 

May 1 Show: “War Horse” 1pm Lyric Theatre 

May 2 Workshop “Just Beaded”, Camden 10.00am 

May 3 General Meeting 10.00am Narellan Library 

May 7 Craft with Mary 

May 10 Photography with Ros: Excursion to Red Cow  

 Farm with the Gardeners 

May 11 Marina Prior & The Australian Tenors  

 Campbelltown Catholic Club 8pm 

May 14 Card Making with Marion 

May 15 Travel Tales at Park Central 7.30pm 

May 18 Dusty Springfield & Tom Jones Concert  

 Campbelltown Catholic Club 8pm 

May 20 Book Club with Pat and Ray 

May 21 Craft with Mary 

May 24 Photography with Ros – Restoration & 

copying of old photos.  

May 25 A Street Car Named Desire, Campbeltown 

Theatre Group 8pm 

May 30 “Walk with Passion through Kings Cross” 

with Judith Nunn 

May 31 Cards Night at Harrington Park Casino 

June 2 Walk:  Bundeena Art Trail 

June 4 Craft with Mary 

June 5 The Adams Family 1pm Capitol Theatre 

June 6 Anniversary Dinner C’town C.C. 

June 7 General Meeting 10am Narellan Library 

June 11 Card Making with Marion 

June 13 Walk: Whale Watching at Kurnell 

June 14 Photography with Ros 

June 15 Todd McKenney (Peter Allen) 8pm CCC 

June 17 Book Club with Pat and Ray 

June 17 Dinner : Back Galley Spit Café, Camden 

June 18 Craft with Mary 

June 19 Travel Tales at Park Central 7.30pm 

June 21 Tour: Antique Mechanical Music 

June 25 Bowls at Camden RSL 2.30pm 

June 27 Show: Platters to Popera, 11am Casula  

June 28 Gardening with Sue 

June 28 Cards Night at Harrington Park  Casino 

July 2 Craft with Mary 

July 5 General Meeting 10am Narellan Library 

July 6 The Club – John Wood (Jock Riley) 

 Campbelltown Catholic Club 8pm 

July 9 Card Making with Marion 

July 12 Photography with Ros 

July 15 Book Club with Pat and Ray 

July 16 Craft with Mary 

July 17 Travel Tales at Park Central 7.30pm 

July 19 Yulefest in Bundanoon 

July 24 Hot Shoe Shuffle 1pm Lyric Theatre 1pm 

July 25 Tour Opera Centre at Surry Hills 

July 26 Gardening with Sue 

July 26 Cards Night 

July 30 Bowls at Camden RSL 



CRANKY OLD MAN 
 
When an old man died in the geriatric ward of a 

nursing home in an Australian country town, it was 

believed that he had nothing left of any value. 

 

Later, when the nurses were going through his meager 

possessions, they found this poem.  Its quality and 

content so impressed the staff that copies were made 

and distributed to every nurse in the hospital. 

 

One nurse took her copy to Melbourne.  The old man’s 

sole bequest to posterity has since appeared in the 

Christmas editions of magazines around the country 

and appearing in magazines for Mental Health. A slide 

presentation has also been made based on this simple 

but eloquent poem.  This old man with nothing left to 

give to the world is now the author of this 

‘anonymous’ poem winging across the internet. 

 

What do you see nurses?  What do you see? 

What are you thinking, when you’re looking at me? 

A cranky old man, not very wise 

Uncertain of habit with faraway eyes? 

 

Who dribbles his food and makes no reply. 

When you say in a loud voice, ‘I do wish you’d try’ 

Who seems not to notice the things that you do 

And forever is losing a sock or a shoe? 

 

Who, resisting or not lets you do as you will 

With bathing and feeding, the long day to fill? 

Is that what you’re thinking?  Is that what you see? 

Then open your eyes nurse, you’re not looking at me. 

 

I’ll tell you who I am as I sit here so still, 

As I do at your bidding, as I eat at your will. 

I’m a small child of ten with a father and mother, 

brothers and sisters who love one another. 

 

A young boy of sixteen with wings on his feet, 

dreaming that soon now a lover he’ll meet. 

A groom soon at twenty, my heart gives a leap 

remembering the vows that I promised to keep. 

 

At Twenty-Five, now I have young of my own 

Who need me to guide and a secure happy home. 

A man of Thirty, my young have now grown fast, 

Bound to each other with ties that should last. 

 

At Forty, my young sons have grown and are gone 

But my woman is beside me to see I don’t mourn. 

At Fifty, once more, babies play ‘round my knee, 

Again, we know children, my loved one and me. 

 

I’m now an old man and nature is cruel. 

It’s jest to make old age look like a fool. 

The body it crumbles, grace and vigour depart, 

There is now a stone where I once had a heart. 

 

 

 

Dark days are upon me, my wife is now dead 

I look at the future, I shudder with dread. 

For my young are all rearing young of their own 

And I think of the years and the love that I’ve known. 

 

But inside this old carcass a young man still dwells, 

And now and again my battered heart swells 

I remember the joys, I remember the pain, 

And I’m loving and living life over again. 

 

I think of the years, all too few gone too fast, 

And accept the stark fact that nothing can last. 

So open your eyes, people open and see 

Not a cranky old man, 

Look closer …. see ….ME!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answers to the riddles: 

 

The woman was a photographer.  She shot 

the picture of her husband, developed it, 

and hung it up to dry. 

 

Sure you can name three consecutive days 

– yesterday, today, tomorrow. 

 

The third room – Lions that haven’t eaten 

in three years are dead. 

 

Charcoal as it is used in barbequing 

 

The letter ‘e’ which is the most common 

letter used in the English language does not 

appear even once in the paragraph. 

 


